I96                   A FLY ON THE WHEEL

guns and spears, and presenting a somewhat truculent and
offensive aspect. I took no notice whatever of these persons,
recalling the hill proverb .

If you go into a strange river take in your flags ;

If you enter a strange village, take the strut out of your walk;

or better still, as my hill servant quoted :

In your own village crow and be a cock ; but when
You're in another, you must be a hen.

I sat down on the grass to recover breath after the somewhat
stiff pull up the hill, and the <f karbaris ;; went on to communi-
cate to the chief, Rutton Poia, the advent of his unlooked-for
visitor.

The Lushais held aloof, regarding us in surly, scowling
fashion ; nor would they respond to any friendly overtures on
the part of my men. I ordered Fuzlah to see that our retreat
was not cut off; but inwardly 1 reflected, with some disquietude,
how easy it would be to catch us like rats in a trap, by simply
breaking down the bamboo ladder not far below. I gazed upon
the Lushais with much curiosity, as they were, with the excep-
tion of the " karbaris/' the first fair sample of the race which
had come before me,                                                       * s ,

They were well-made muscular men, of somewhat dark
complexion, and with a surly, forbidding cast of countenance.
Their whole clothing consisted of a single long home-spun
mantle or sheet of cotton cloth, sometimes white with a blue
transverse stripe, or of a dark-blue fabric, the stripe being
crimson or yellow. Their straight black hair was bound in a
knot upon the nape of the neck, Some of the youngest and
.best-looking of the braves had small bunches of brilliant-,
polomred feathers, crimson, blue, and yellow, stuck ear-ring
fashion through the lobe of the ear. About half of them
carried guns? which, as far as I could make out, were all Tower-
marked old flint-lock muskets of King George III/s time; some\
of these had been re-stocked and handsomely painted in red;-!

ck, and yellow.   Two or three among them, I noticed,
guyal powder-horns which I had pTt
Sb^nd^s;, and soitie smoked pipes

